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No. 2203. Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 2006. 


Report on the Trade of Jeddah for the Year 1897 
By Mr. Coxsun Devey. 


-(Received- at Foreign Office, November 9, 1898.) 


The total value of trade done last year was less. by 51,7802. General 
than in 1896, showing a loss of about 8 per cent. J moment: 

Imports from-countries-other than. India and exports remained. Decrepsed 
fairly steady, but British Indian imports were some 55,000/. less oe from 
in value;.a decrease of 18 per cent. oe 

It hardly needs to. be explained that the cause of this Caused by 
condition of trade has been the plague at Bombay; a portion of Plssue. 
the loss must also be.ascribed to the recent famine in India: 

Food supplies -to the value of 241,0002. (as against 261,000/. in Focd-stufts: 
1896) only arrived, though the total bulk was greater on account increased 
of the large import of millet, which has beeri more consumed as Seatiee 
being the lowest pticed known food-stuff. No maize has been ° 
received from either Persia-or India during the last two years. 

It is to be noted, zhowever, that harvests in India are now 
reported to be very abundant, and the price of all focd-stuffs 
generally has just lately fallen below the normal rates; 

As the plague continues in India dull times may yet be in store Position of 
for British Indian trade,* but happily the Jeddah merchants-have Indian 
a better position with very considerable capital and greater ™°*chants 
courage-to withstand a period of depression, so that there js no 
‘question of fearing a gradual collapse of their business ultimately. 

As will be seen further -on in respect of British Indian imports to 
Hodeida, the Vice-Consul. there shows that the Indian merchants 
were able to maintain their ground. 

Trade with Egypt appears to be advancing by strides; various Trade with 
food-stuffs, ever-increasing supplies of sugar, and. even. Brazilian “EP? 
coffee are now imported thence. During the last few months, 
however, this.has been temporarily hampered. by the long duration 
of quarantinef against Jeddah,.and although the pilgrimage season 
might have been considered closed by mid-July, freights from 
Suez had for.a time been more than doubled. 


* Imports from India during the last.six years have been valued at 308,000/., 
320,000/., 341,0002., 337,000/., 315,0007., and’ 268,000/. 


+ Established at the beginning of October. 
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4 JEDDAH: 


Rainfall. The failure, or rather extremely insufficient fall, of rain again 
last year caused severe suffering to the Bedouins throughout this 
region, and it was not till the beyinning of September that 
the welcome news of rain having fallen in presumably sullicient 

é quantity in almost all the districts where the want was most felt 
was received. But unless there be an abundant rainfall during 
the coming winter, extreme distress will be felt next year. 

Water _ Mecca is fairly well supplied with water, and no inconvenience 

souelee in is felt even at tlie time of the most crowded pilgrimage. Medina 

ae also has abundance of water. 

Yembo : But the town of Yembo has lately been in dire straits for lack 

acondenser of water, and at a time when some 6,000 pilgrims were congregated 

meesied; vainly hoping for the arrival of tardy ships to convey them home. 
A condenser is most urgently wanted there which should be able 
to produce 50 tons a day, and there should be storage for some 
500 tons in case of need. The initial expenses ought not to 
ainount to more than 2,000/., and the value of the weter should 
easily pay the expenses of running the machine continuously. - 

Jeddah water, | Supplies at Jeddah have just been largely augmented by the 
introduction of spring water from a new source, slightly brackish 
as is the already utilised spring water of this town. The cost of 
this new supply was subscribed by the townspecple, and this use- 
ful work has been quickly and efficiently carried out by the local 
authorities. It will prove a great boon dnring the time that 
pilgrims are crowded into the town, and also during the summer 
months when water is dear and scarce. A good-sized cistern in 
the Shami quarter of the -town, built some 18 months ago, will 
thus be shortly taken into use. 

The local governor has also caused. a disused but spacious 
fountain, named after its British donor Faraj Yusuf, to be 
renovated, which will be a great convenience for purposes of 
ablution ; and all these improvements should contribute largelv to 
the better sanitation of the town: . 

The use of the cistern water ought to be discouraged as far as 
possible, for the condition of the tanks is most unsightly and 
unclean ; unfortunately it is preferred ‘as being sweeter and obtain- 
able at slight cost. : 

Public works: Other improvements in. this town are that the plank roofing o 
the Long Bazaar was repaired from end to end last year, and a 
large custom-house tiled shed (302 x 142 feet) has been coni- 
pleted on the quay, to which the offices will shortly -be 
transferred. 

The enormous barracks which were commenced last year in 
Tayif are making satisfactory progress, -and will probably soon -be 
finished. But the much-wanted telegraph communication: between 
Jeddah and Yembo-and Medina is still relegated to. the future, 

The health officers have been actively employed in. various 
ways and have done much good work; but deddah remains in 
erying need of a suitable hospital. 
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Table I (A),—Return of Principal Articles of Import from 
British India during the Years 1897-96. 





1897. 1896. 





Articles, 











£ £ 
Rice oe ses wee «| Cwts. ...1 187,000 113,500 |! Cwts. .../ 300,000 124,450 
Wheat flour. eae 3) ve = 85,420 38,500 {7 55 _ «} 51,600 51, 600 
Sugar (Mauritius) ses eel! yg, 088 7,900 8,000 | iy ove = 9,200 9,800 
Various spices (pepper and : 

ginger) ... ane _ inf Cases i. 7,182 13,700 | Cases ... 8,324 11,835 
Tea .. esa eee bee «| Chests ... 4,042 12,150 { Cheats ... 4,037 14,353 
Coffee sae es eee «| Bags os. 350 2,300 | Bags ... 400 2,844 
Sesame ... as eae seal) 95 eet 4,000 3,350 {| Quarters 5,660 4,528 


Quantity. | Value. Quantity.| Vatu. | | Quantity, | Value, 
ae 





Pulse see _ oes seal wey esi 750 550 5 1,080 741 
Millet ease ove eet Quarters {| — 3,600 2,250 5 5,200 2,102 
Piece-goods Ay oe ovef Bales 5.44 1,228 18,000 | Bales ...! 1,400 16,000 

” was _ «.{ Cases... 626 | 7,200 | Cases ... 516 26,000 


” oie ove «| Packages 308 23,400 | -zaekaaes 352 28,150 
Hemp, ropes, &c. esa oo] Cwts, 2.) 3,160 1,800 ° Cwts. .. 3,200 1,900 


Metals “sec asec “eins, Seah. wee see: 5,896 oe 6,552 
Indigo ase ive soe eel Cots. 107 1,600 Cwts. 76 1,000 
Silk (raw) ... ass Ses »»| Bales... 48 2,200 | Bales ... 45 1,230 
Carpeté . ae one eel gy ee 142 3,550 fe ask 138 3,500 
Perfumes and oils ‘ es ses és 3,250 asa re 6,150 
Sundries ... eee wae oes see ake 6,650. | Me ee oe 3,765 
Petal aq caja An ww | 267,846 | . | 815,400 
4 ! a5uf 
a ey 
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Table I (B).—RervrN. of Principal Axticles of Import from Countries other than. India. 























Articles. Whence Imported. ot ores 

Quantity. Value. ‘ Quantity. | Value. 

a é | r 2 
Wheat... oe e --| Egypt... a ae -»| Bags oe 45,000. {| 33,500 Quarters ..' 100,000 44,445 
Barley... ee os -+| Syria es a $s 55 3,000 1,250 Pri a 50,000 11,112: 
Dora (millet); .. F a sy rin and: FE gypt .. oa waif) says re 59,000. | 34,450. Cwts. 9,053 | 2,426 
Beans, lentils, and chick-peas --| Egypt... ee ie ry ee os | 6,593! 6,850 Bags 7,460 7,181. 
Grains (pulse) .. os +e} Yemen... ae ox 98 ne 1,200. | 950° a 7,700 4,791 
Dates ee oe ee oe Muscat, Busrah. . ee oe oe ” ee 28,450 | &,250: ” 29,441 12,7 16 

Rice ae oo e 1s Singapore ee ei $6 -.| Cwts. Ne 3,800° 1,800: aa ae re 

i} Cases <6 16,742 [1], > 
Sugar ee ee oe oe, Egypt oe se oe ‘| Bags ” 650- f } 36,503. Boxes . 22,300 42,000 
‘ 1 oe ? : > 
Coffee... oe a --| Yemen and: Egypt + ee $3 | 3,845 16,700: | Cwts 2,000 ! 8,776 
Cotton (raw)... ee .«| Yemen .. oe --{ Bales . 360 700: ‘| Bales . 400 | 1,066 
Cotton goods =. oe -+| Manchester, Syria ve oof gy ae | 1,162 84,450: 7 . 1436 1 98, 640 
Carpets .. oe ae Persia, Busrali ... es; oe iy ‘ 364 233100 593 | 33,930 
Soap es oe oe Syria, Tripoli; Egypt .. 94 se hi | 7,209 Cases 4,300 | 7,614 
Petrok um.. ae wes .-| America, Russia .. “a eo} Cases: we 35,000 | 6,509 3 ; 58,000 | 14,133 
‘Yobacco and tumbaki_.. -} Turkey .. as is --| Tons as 579 | 39,928 $3 ‘ 1,200. 38,000 
Maydware.. ee o- «| Syria: 36 . --| Cases ae 11,520 | 32,000 3 12,9C0 40,000 
Verfun es and incense’ .. ..| Arabia, Singapore os ae we we | 1,300 : 922 
Timber... os ee ee Singapore .. se oe +-| Pieces r | 99,300 36,330 ss ss 8,089 
Sondr'es .. és oe ws as “ ss 5 4,375 ~~ ! oe 1,820 
Total .. oe oe, oe lee oe "es 377,136 ra { es 377,682 
‘ : | 





“HYaagr 
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Table I (C).—Imvrorts into Jeddah, 1897. 








| Value. 
From— ae 
{ 
eee 1897, i 1836. 

ee £ | £ 
British India .. e «.' 267,846 $15,400 
Other countries .. as ..{ 377,136 377,682 

- | = _—_ come | eee creer eree 

Total .. a we 644,982 693,082 

Decrease %s ea 48,100 


i 2 Je Z } 
Table IL—Exproris, 1897. 
1897. 1896. 


a 4 
| 
| 


Articles, 





Quantity. | Value. Quantity. ' Value. 





£ | 
| 

















, : £ 
Goatskins .; as | Number 40,000 1,806 38,000 j; 2,100 
Sheepskins... =.) 140,000 5500 | 140,000 8,000 
Ox-hides .. is - va es 1,500 350 
Henns .. ..| Gwts. ... 700 | ~—1,000 | 800 | 1,250 
Gum eee a ee ee 4,000 | 3,000 3,300 
Mother-of-pearlshell] ,, ../ 2,000 5,750 ' 2.300 6,350 
Sundries ae oe oe ee 7 1,200 ; eo 1,580 

Total oe oe oe ; oe 19,250 F oe ; 22,980 
Decvreuse ee ee i ee 3;680 | so | oe 
| 


Food-stuffs generally wereabout 15 per cent. dearer last year Imports. 
than in ordinary times, but have now fallen again some 5 to 10 Food-stufts, 
per cent. below the normal rates. 

Wheat and flour arrived in less quantity and at considerably Wheat and 
higher prices than in 1896. Indian flour was 9 per cent. dearer, our. 

Barley almost disappeared. None came from Busrah. Barley. 

There was a large increase in millet imported. Miilet. 

Rice was again less imported; prices ruled high throughout Rice. 
1897, and for the first time Singapore rice, which is larger and 
softer than Indian, was imported. 

Sugar was imported in less quantity and to less value. N early Sugur: 
70 per cent. of this article is now Egyptian, which, apparently, 
will in time exclude all other. Austrian and French sugar (which 
latter is of very small account) and sugar from Mauritius all 
diminished. Average price is. about 18s, per cit: 

There was a large increase in coffee (19,0001, as against 11,6202.) Coffee. 
on account of the low price. India sent less, but Brazilian coffee 
forwarded from Egypt is now much in favour. 

The price of tea fell. Tea. 

Better qualities or more costly kinds of spices were received spices, 
from India, the price per case being: 7s. higher. 
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8 JEDDAH. 


The import of indigo increased. 

Metals rank only under the Indian list, as, though inainly 
British, they ave imported from Bombay. 

American petroleum is forging -ahead, though much smaller 
quantities were received. Dutch Indian petroleum is as yet 
unknown here. 

There was a large increase of timber for building purpuses. 

‘Tumbaki (tobacco), of which none has been imported for -a 
long time past, re-appesrs: Hamoomi from the Hadrainaut, 
OTT ewts., valned at 2,270/.; and Kaiserun from Persia, 175-«wts., 
valued at _958/. _ 

Manatactured eoods showa fall of 35,7407. in-value on the amount 
for 1896; the total is-also below the average of the preceding jive 
years by 13 5061. ‘The loss is shared equally by the three export= 
ing countries, England, India, and Syria, and must be ascribed to 
the general depression of trade while plentiful stecks were on 
hand. 

As regards exports, the only matter which calls for remark is 
the gf eat fall in the valve of sheepskins. On account of quaran= 
tine, “ships refused ‘ts carry them, so that they vemained.a drag in 
the market ; but this loss, it is to be hoped, will soon be righted. 


Rerury of all Shipping to and from Jeddah during the Year 


























1897. 
Total: 
Nationality, | . 
Number of Tons. 
. essels. . 
a) — —--}-—— —— —___ 
British 2. 136,136 
poate “i eens 
‘gyptian . 2) 
Dutch... 85,532 
Austro-Hungarian | 5,345 
Norwegian 21T7 
German a 1x 
French eee ? 280 
Persian... see 28 Sieg = fete 20 
i | ——- Sj | 
Total :. .. 586 |‘ 13,728 | 2ec | 299,261-) = 826 |. 312,969 





There -has been a great. falling-off tipon last year’s total steain 
tonnage of 386,373 tonis ; : British Steam tonnage declined from: 
200,000 to 135,000 tons. * Turkish shipping fell. from 60;000 to 
35, 000 ‘tons.. The war with Greece accounts in part for the latter 
diminution, while the plague at Bombay caused our shipping to 


‘be so much less. 


Egyptian steam tonnage inctéased by 22,000 tons, and Dutch 
by 2,500 tons. 

To all Red Sea ports there camé fewer steamers and of less 
tonnage, being the property of the British India and Persian Gulf 
Company, and s0 long as the plague contiziues in India, all shipping 
and trade here will temain depressed. 
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The transfer of the Khedivial Steamship Company of Egypt to 
British hands will add some 75,000 tons.of shipping to the British 
total. in reality, so that about four-fifths of the average yearly 
shipping of Jeddah are British. It is most satisfactory to 
observe that Aden will be regularly included within the 
sphere of the Khedivial Company’s operations by a fortnightly 
service. 

Last year’s war afforded an opportunity for British steamers 
to carry Ottoman piigrims returning to Constantinople, who 
might otherwise have preferred to “travel in Ottoman. ships. 
About 3,000 travelled thus in three steamships, of which 
tivo were vessels of the British India and Persian Gulf Com- 
pany. Again this year another British ship carried some 
1,200 returning pilgrims to Constantinople. Fares were high on 
both occasions, but this year especially so on account of the 
presence- of plague, and the consequent long quarantine, and also 
Some slight apprehension that.sufficient ships might not call in for 
the pilstims: At Yembo there was exceptional delay. 


Pitcrim Traffic of the Year 1897-98. 








sje Bias Number of 
Nationality. Pilgrims, 

Javimese and Malays. e- ee 13,325 
Indians Fx *. os as oe 4,073 
Bokharis  :. ee ar ss a 589 
Persians... ss A as 2,599 
Arabs (Red Sea coasts) we = ss 2,389 
Arabs (from Irak) .. .- os a 493 
Soudanis, Abyssinians ee ae <5 799 
Ottomans and Syrians: ee a) 12,967 
Egyptians .. ee ae se o! 3,219 
“Mograbins .. a os < sa 794 

Total _ ee se 38,247 





The total for the pilgrimage day of AsH.1515 (April 30, 1898) 
is rather larger than for last year, although there were only 1,000 
British Indians instead of the usual 12, 000, whilst of Egyptians 
and: Persians only half the usual numbers came. 

Of the above 17,451 travelled to this port in 56 British 
steamers of 73,067 tonnage, whence it is seen that 45:6 is the 
proportion per cent. ; though this is rather lower than of late, yet 

. considering the great loss and disturbance of trade due to the 
plague of Bombay it may be considered very satisfactory. 
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10 HODELDA, 
Hopripa, 
Genoral Mr. Vice-Consul Ahmed Taimiz-ud-Din reports as follows :— 
review of Except coffee and skins, and a few unimportant -commodities, 
trade. other articles -of trade were imported and. exported in Jess 


quantities in ‘the year under review fhan in the previous year; 
as has been notably exemplified in the case of rice; flour, and other 

’ goods, which used to be brought here through the Bombay- 

Persian Gulf line of steamers vid ; Bombay. 

Owing to greater demand than supply prices of imported goods 
have been increased. Of the. exports, especially as regards: coffee, 
Ewropean exporters not showing eagerness to buy, the price 
became low, hence large quantities: were sent out last year. 

On account of the continued heavy duty on pearls merchants 
were not able to carry on satisfactory trade in them. 

Notwithstanding tle depressed state of trade all round in ‘the 
Yemen in 1897 British Indian merchants have not lost ground 
in regard to imports. 

Piece-goods from the United Kingdom and India exhibit a 
decrease in-quantify, and an increase in value: but those from 
America the reverse. 

During lasi year one steamer belonging to the Red Sea Trading 
Company, ~reularly once a month,.and a steamer of Messrs. Magti, 
Rini and Company, in a desultory way, car ried on trade between: 
Suez and this port, touching at Massaiva, Suakin and Jeddah, as 
occasion required. 

Froni tle beginning of April untilthe end of October; 1897, 
owing to the Turco-Greek War, Greek subjects were ordered 
out of the Yemeni, hence the importation of provisions and piece- 
eoods from Europe through theit mediuin suffered: 

At the end of 1897 another Italian firm, besides the one 
that was here before, and is still doing fair ‘trade in crockery, 
hardware and stationery: has commenced business. here, and 
imperted a quantity of flour, which, owing to plague in India, 
was not exported ‘from that place in suflicient quantity to supply 
the demand of the large army that is generally kept in the 
Yemen. 

Formerly there was only one French firm here, which 
used to export coffee in large -quantities to Europe and 
America ;, but at present a new French house for skins wider‘the 
same management as ‘that of the coffee firm has. been established 
at, Hodeida, vand i is-already doing fairly well: 

# Persian and Indian merchants and some Arabs brought a 
quantity of dates, but, as: plague was raging in India, they could 
not import sufficient for the ‘demand, because very few Bombay 
Persian Gulf line steamers, Which was.the main chanel by which 
this article used to find its way to Hodeida, came here in 1897. 

About the middle of May, 1897, a Biitish firm of good 
standing began exporting skins, hides and coffee to Europe and 
America. © 

The currency of the ‘provincé, although nominally not 
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recognised by the Turkish Government, but de facto accepted. by 
them and by the inhabitants, is the Maria Theresa dollar, which last 
year, on account of the slack state of commerce and increase of 
contraband importation of this coin into the country, fell much-in 
vahie; at present at Hodeida 12 sterling is equivalent to 12 
Maria Theresa dol. and. over, and about six years ago 11. sterling 
was worth 74 Maria Theresa dol. 

In the case of many articles of import used by the people 
here, fox instance, boots, shoes, ready-made clothing, crockery 
and -entlery, @ preponderance of continental over British manu- 
facture will be found. ‘The cause lies in the fact that the 
continental manufacturers; after studying the tastes of the 
inhabitants by sending commercial travellers now and_ then, 
make and send here goods to suit their requirements. 

During the last year plague made great havoc in the western Imports. 
“part of India, especially in Bombay, which is the principal place Flour. 
froin: which a Jarge.supply of wheat flour comes aimually for the use 
of the pepulation of this province, Where, it is said; the famine 
has made its appearance: Hence the decrease iti the importation 
of flour. ; 

For the same reason less than half the quantity of rice came Rice. 
from India. 

_ Un account of scarcity of rain in 1897, in the interior of the Dates. 
Yemen, there was inere demand than siipply of dates, which 

did not arrive in sufficient quantity, because the steamers that 
used to carry goods fiom India were in the habit of touching 

at towns bordering on the Persian Guif and Muscat, whence the 
dates were brought here, consequently the price rose half as 
much again. 

For the reasons mentioned on page 21, fewer piece-goods from Piece-goo 's, 
India and Great Britain were imported than in the previous year. “c- 
Very few steamers belonging to the Bombay=Persian Gulf line of 

steamers touched at this port last year. 

On account.of slight demand for timber, it was not brought in timber. 
large quantity. 

In 1897 there was more importation of petroleum from Petroleum. 
America than in 1896 into the Yemen, and it fetched higher 
prices. 

During the year under report, although much sugar did not Sugar. 
come from India; China, and Mauritius, a large supply arrived 
vid Suez, from Egypt and Europe, and was sold at a high 

. rate. | ar ae ; 

Spices, &c, which are generally imported from India, Spices, &e. 
slow in 1897 a decrease in quantity, but an augmentation in 
price. 

The Greek merchants and some Arabs of this place used Chickpeas 
to be the principal importers of chickpeas and beans from 2n4 beans. 
Europe and Turkey ; for about six months the Greeks were not 
here, hence the reduced supply. 

It will be seen that there isa greater increase than even the Piece-goods 
year before for piece-goods from America, two important British from America. 
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Indian firms. here receiving them per steamers bringing petroleum 
from: America: 

The British. Indian merchants are the chief importers: of silks 
and gold and silver wares, but owing to many steamers not 
coming from India they could not import them in 1897 ‘to 
Hodeida tothe same extent as in other years. 

Very few carpets were shipped to this place for the same 
reason: 

There is a slight difference betweert the supply of iron bars. 
in 1896-and 1897. 

As before, two European firms, some Indians,-and.a few Arabs 


hardware, and jy ported from Europe glassware, hardware; and stationery into this 


stationery. 


Ginger. 
Ghee. 


Raisins. 


Incense. 


Matches. 


Candles and 
soap. 


Tobacco. 


country. 

Ginger shows an improvement in price as well as in quantity. 

In. 1897, more than half the quantity of ghee came per 

“Southend,” vii. Suez and Jeddah, some arrived from <Assyr, 
and the rest from india, 

Raisins were brovight here in 189'7, vid Aden; per steamers 
which ply between this port and Aden, and by buggalows directly 
from the East Coast of Arabia and the provinces bordering -on the 
Persian Gulf. : : 

Last year, incense coming from India showed ah increased 
value, but that from Arabia remained stationary in piice. 

It is satisfactory to note that although formerly matches were 
generally imported from Egypt, Italy, and Trieste by Greck and 
‘Arab merchants, of late some kinds of safety matches of British 
manufacture ave steadily, though slowly, gaining gyound in the 
market here: 

Candles and soap used to be brought here by British Indian 
merchants from places in the East; but in the year winder review 
Aiab and Greek merchants introdticed them here from Egypt, 


‘Turkey, and Europe. 


During the whole of last year the Hodeida Sc cicté du Tombac 
of the Ottoman Régie-Cointés: essé had thie two depai‘tnients 
of tombac and of tobacco working separately. By the latter part 
of October, 1897; a steam: vessel belovging. to the above-mentioned. 
company, fitted with necessary appliances, arrived here. She 
seized sume contrabaid goods, and a slave dhow with 71 slaves 
on board. It is said that four other vessels will airive here-by 
the middle of 1898 in order to suppress the smuggling of tobaéco 
and tombac: From information received and from “the accom- 
panying statistics of contraband tonibac, seized by the above 
company’s men on land, it appears that about one-eighth of thé 
whole quantity of tombac consumed annually in the country is 
illegally brought into the province. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


HODEIDA. 13 


Return of Tobacco, &., which the Société du Tombac brought 

















in 1897. 

Description. Quantity. Value. 

ee ee a re —_— —_—— — |] ee 

Kilus £ 

Tobacco (for cigarettes) | 23,480 18,364 
Cigarettes si zs ae | 500 8,654 
Kaiseroon (Lombac) «.- : 28,613 14,306 
Hamoomi 4 a a 93,751. 54,532 
Sarati 3 Ss oa 53,147 39,860 
Mixed a oe es | 7;100° 3,550 
Total .. (about): e 139,250 











ContTRABAND: Tombae, seized. by the Hodeidsa Société du 














Tombac. 
Description: ; Quantity. 
, Kilos, 
Keiseroon ee ee oo oe oe 4,107 
Hamoomi .. es we is se 9,584 
Surati -.: ae és se oe 8,615 
Total aan 22,306 





The Arabs of the Yemen confine their manufacture to a few Exports. | 
piinted stuffs and dress materials made and dyed in the country, oe ae 
and sent owt to the Hejaz, and other places. I have been informed ioeds 
by reliable persons here that the cause of the preference given by 
the Arabs in the interior to American piece-goods over those 
from Manchester is that although the domestics from the 
United Kingdom are cheap, they do not when dyed keep colour 
like the American stuffs. 

In 1897 there has been less exportation of pearls through the Pearls. 
Hodeida -custom-house than in 1896. 

More senna leaves have been taken vid Suez for Europe, Senna leaves. 
especially for Egypt, than vid Aden, by which rovte this article 
and myrrh. were forwarded to India. 

The year 1897 shows perceptible increases in quantity and Shells, &e. 
price of shells, &c. se Bue eda 

Droofs and. gararas of about equal quantities have been shipped Droofs and 
to Europe and America for coffee-bag making and matting pur- S°™"s 
poses. 7 
On account of famine during the latter part of the last year Chora. 
in the interior of the Yemen;.no more chora has been sent out 
than in the year before. 

Crude fuller’s earth, which sells at a good profit in India, Fuller’s 
jvas not exported in large quantity in 1897; because, owing earth: 
to plague in India, very few of the steamers which used to 
carry this article as ballast came here last year with cargo. 


i 
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14 HODEIDA. 
Taffal. In the year unter report there was a slight falling-off in. ship- 
! iment of jaffal, which is a kind of coarse coffee bean. | 
Almondsand § More thyme .and less almonds than before have been taken to 
thyme. India. 
Gum arabic. Last year there was a large export of gum arabic to. Europe 
and the East. 
Rock salt. During 1897 the Ottoman Government extended theif salt- 


works, and through the exertion of their inspector at Solif 
shipped a great. quantity of salt to India. 

There have been more improvements in the-salt-works at the 
above-mentioned place. 

Hides and Hides and skins formed as usual, in 1897, the second most 

skins. important commodity for export, more having ‘been exported 
than in 1895 and 1896. This has been due most probably to 
two new and substantial European firms having begun business 
in these goods; and tlie cheapness of the Maria Theresa dollar, 

‘ which, notw ithstanding the prohibition of its introduction into the 
Yemen by the Turkish Government, found its way here. 

Coffee. Last year the exportation of coffee has been greater than the 
year previous: (1) because many British Indian. mer chants, par= 
ticularly two important firms, have commenced purchasing coffee’; 
(2) because many Maria Theresa dollars were brought here; and 
the price of dollars became low; and (3) because, owing to 
abundant crops of coffee in Brazil ‘aud other places, the price of 
Mocha coffee in Marseilles and America fell, consequently 
Bedooin sellers in the Yemen offered it cheaper than before. 

Following are the returns of imports-and exports in the Yemen 
‘during 1897 == 
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Articles, 


Piece-gvods (from the United | 


King gdom) 


Picce- ~gooils (from ‘Ariston. 


Suvati piece-goods «. 
Petroleum avs S8 
Timber (from India. 
Singapore) .. ve 
Vardware os: 


Stationery se ees 
Twist i. te Pe 
Rice oe ee _e 
Flour .. ne ae 
Sugar .. as ae 
Grains .. ss we 
Glassware “ee <6 
Silk. yoods 

Iron sie (from England) 
Soda... é ae 
Spices ... oe as 
Ghee *.. 5% ee 
Ruisins .. re sie 
Inéense .. we ee 
Ginger Fa he Be 
Soap .: 

Gold’and dilve? apes. 
Matches a se 
Candles .. é = 
FRarthenwi re s% Pe 
Sandal wood .. os 
Dates... ee a 


Planks ee oe oe 
Chickpeas and'beans: .: 


Sulphur.. 1+. oe 
Honey .. oe oe 
Carpets se oe ee 
Oilman stores ... ee 
Suridries we ae 

Total be 


HODKIDA;: 
Imvorts. 
-- Bales.. 
oe 
ee ry) ee 
ee Cuses ee 
and - 
-- Pieces 
Packages 
«+ Ciges.. 
Bules <° 
. | Cwts 
° 2% 
. i > 0 0¢e 
.. | Bags :. 
P | Cases... 
oe! Bundles 
-.: Bags.. 
i “| stag” 
.! Bags .. 
ae! 9» 88 
"| Cases. 
oF} 908 
Lt 2 oe 
tel 2 oe 


ew was 
3. Bundles 
wot Cwts.;. 
Pieces 

Bags .. 





oe 7 Oe 
“Cases... 
Bundles 


-Cuses ..- 
Packages 


‘ 
oe 
i 
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15 
. | Approximate 
Quantity. Value, 
£ 
- 7,631 254,366 
~ 5,611 46,758 
es 820 14,222 
-| 109,050 36,350 
wl (19712 | 19 me 
ail 516 ‘ 2,580 
91 | 2,502 
‘ 2158 : 17,942 
; 20,664 |} 19,619 
se 72,324 ! 55;104 
a 50,317 =| 55,997 
“ 10,668 —: 8,297 
“a 915 j 3,030 
ae 631; 12,326 
si 18,036 9,018 
3 880! 1,173 
ee 7,143 | 64,445 
ee 1,645 i 4;387 
a) ae, bo ae 
ie 4,439 | 7,395 
* 1,204 2,675 
| qe ae 
ee . 9s [9 . 
: 2912 i 3,687 
© 1,088; 2,901 
- 80 5 889 
oe 71,104 =| 23,701 
es 340 | 453 
3 G74 | 452 
si 485 | 540 
ae] 195 433 
Ss 12 | 1133 
= 1;987 | 5.519 
a 1,481 | 133165 
i =i 
| , | 705,231 
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Expt : ts. 
- a snes incane 
2. Articles. | . Quantity. ahi 
ore = ; . £ 

Coffee oe ee ee Bags ee oe 64,097 i 534,] 41 
Skins and hides Nie -.| Bales . es 4,427 i 49,189 
Chora .. i os -o| Bags .. sof 120 | 720 
Pearls i: Packages... 5 5,000 

Shells (mother- ‘of:pearl. shells, | 4 
&e.): ee oe oe oe Baskets oa 189° 1 1,680 
Ropes .; a ee «| Bags .; we 157! 314 
Gum arabic... 0 teh oy ee as 130 | 1,950 
Fuller’s earth .; vs ee eer oa 1,995 | 1,973 
Sukar oe oe ee ee ” oe ee 183 : 163 
Sataloac. “ae. os wlio Jae 286 6 | «1,144 
Garara i. be ss se sai ele is 608 2,027 
‘Senna leaves. ee Se 55 a's 565 753 
Fish -fins- oe oe ee Baskets oct. -67 112 
; Thymes. i. .. ..| Bags. 3. 16 | 348 
Almonds os os a jis os _ 25 { 445 
Sundries a be -e| Packages’ ..| 14,835 ; 112,900 
Total oe ee ee : 2 e 712,660 

Shipping. In 1897, 92 steamers, of 39,458 tons, carried cargo between 


Steamers. Hodeida-and different places, thus showing a fall in number and 


tonnage, because very few steamers belonging to the Bombay= 

Persian Gulf Line, which are of larger tonnage than most-of the 

vessels which generally touch at this port, came here during the 
; whole of last year on account of plague i in India, and the Turkish 
steamers did not carry on a regular service. 

_ Notwithstanding the non-arrival of ihany British steamers, in 
the year under review; vessels flying the British flag, as in previous 
years; maintained their supremacy as regards number ard 
tonnage. 

Out of the above there were—75 British; tonnage 23,845 tons, 
from all parts of the world; 12 Turkish, tonnage 6, 699 tons; from 
Turkey ; 2 Austrian, tonnage 3,091 tons; from Batoum ; 2 Nor= 
wegian, tonnage 4,168 tons; and 1 German, tonnage 1, 655 tons. 

wR ollowing i is the return of sailing vessels which plied between 
Hodeida and other places in 1897 = 


5, Rasen | Number of 











Vessels: Tonnage. 
Turkish Sa ee. 374 6498 
British .. oe ‘ie ie 4. 389° 
Persian .. as a os 5 485 
French .. sa 3 ar 5 486 
Italian ee ee ee ee 4 108 
Zanzibar .. es Ar ee i 134 
Total oe en ee 396 8,100 
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The grand total, therefore, of tonnage of vessels under flags of 
different uations which visited this port in 1897 was 47,558 tons 

As stated before, steamers flying the British flag stood in the British 
‘front rank as regards number and tonnage. The principal trade is steamers. 
done by British and Turkish vessels in this most important-centre 
‘of commerce and politics in the Arabian Coast of the Red Sea, 
where, if there were a good harbour, for the wani of which 
everybody interested in this place is suffering great loss, an 
enormous profit would have accrued to the Turkish Government as 
well as to the inhabitants. 

During the year 1896 there was an increase of British steamers 
with cargo from the British Isles and from America, but on account 
of the wretched state of the harbour at Hodeida, which is a mere 
roadstead, as I reported before, and the difficulty caused by 
‘quarantine regulations in nearly all the Turkish seaport towns, | 
I believe, last year, fewer British steamships came to this 
place than otherwise would have visited it. 

Other steam vessels hearing British -colours, which. brought 
goods for and took cargo from Hodeida directly of through 
Cameran. belonged to the Bombay—Persian Gulf Line, Haji Cassim, 

Magri, Rini, and Company, the Red Sea Trading Company, Messrs. 
Cawasjee, Dinshan,; and Brothers, and the Perim Coal’ Company. 

The steamers of Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan, and Brothers, of 
Aden; regularly brought weekly mails and cargo to Hodeida, and 
took them hence :to other parts uf the world; vid Aden. 

In 1897 fewer Turkish vessels than even in 1896 touched Turkish 
at Hodeida. They failed; however; in their endeavour to com- sicamers. 
pete with British steamers in carrying cargo. During last year, 
with the exception of the steamers of the Idaré Mukhsussi Line, 
only one steamer belonging to a private Turkish owner used to 
visit this place for cargo. 

Last year two Austrian steamers brought petroleum from Austrian 
Batoum, but did. not carry pilgrims. steamers. 

Two steamers belonging to Sweden and Norway arrived here gicamers 
with. domestics and oil from America, and piece-gcods from the from Sweden 


United Kingdom. _ and Norway. 
“One steamer under the German flag came here in 1897 with German 
goods from Great Britain-and India. steamers. 


During 1897 there was an increase in number, but decrease in Sailing 
tonnage of Turkish sailing vessels, and, naturally, their number vessels. 
was greater than that of the sailing crafts flying flags of other 
nations. 

After the.aboye came British sailing boats. 

Next in number stood Persian and French sailing vessels, and 
after them vessels flying the Italian flag. One dhow of 134 tons 
arrived here with the flag of Zanzibar. 

During the Haj season of last year, 32 vessels (mostly British) Pilgrim 
brought to Camaran, the chief quarantine station in the Red Sea, bradic, 
14,210 pilgrims trom different parts of India and the Eust. 

In that island persons going to Mecca had to remain in quaran- 
tine for periods varying from 24 hours to 15 days. 
(286) B 
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At the beginning of the season pilgrims from India were 
required to stop at Camaran for 10 days’ quarantine, which was, 
later on, increased to 15 days: 

_ Althongh, during the year under report, India was teeming 
with cases of plague, and in some parts of that vast Empire 
cholera made its appearance, neither plague nor cholera broke out 
amongst Indian pilgrims in the island. Owing to the increased 
period of quarantine for Indiatis in 1897, very few persons from 
India passed through Camaran to perform the Haj. Hence, as 
it will ‘be seen from the table given below, the grand total of 
pilgrims fell far below that of former years. 


Return of all Pilgrims who were Quarantined at Camaran . 
during the Pilgrim Season of 1897. 








aobire Number of 
Description. Pilgrims: 
British Indians... oe se oe 2,493 
Afghans .. oe be ee “a 327 
Bokharis.; ae ‘a a oe 536 
Malays (mostly British) .. “e oo 2,890 
Javanese .. oe oe - 5,946° 
Persians .. we aie a a 320 
Hadramautis ve ee ar ae 559 
Somalis e oe ee oe oe 3 
Trak Arabs .. oe es Se: Se 844 
Various ve oe oe oe ee 292 


otal. 26 tech tee ok 14,210 





REtuRN of all Shipping to and from Cameran during last 
Year’s Haj Season. 




















Sailing. | Steam. . | = Total. 
ae: Number of Tons Number of | Tons Number of Ton 
| Vessels, | 70R# | Vessel, | M8 | Vessels, | Tons. 
ee a ee ee 
Turkish nf uo | 8 | sao | 4 | Sane 
‘fotat rr [ar | 48002 [a2 | 48,42 
: 
Camaran The condenser, which was purchased from the Myrrleés, 


Lazarette. Watson and Yaryan Company, Limited, of Glasgow, and placed 
in the Camaran Lazarette in the latter part of 1896, supplied 
water in 1897 to all the pilgrims who passed through and stayed 
at Camaran to perform quarantine before their departure for 
Mecca vid Jeddah, and to the Turkish officials at that place 
throughont the whole of the year: 

Tce-machine. At the end of last year’s pilgrimage a trial was made with the 
ice machine, and it worked regularly during the rest of the year. 
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Last December, pilgrims who arrived at the lazarette on their way 
to Jeddah each received daily a certain quantity of ice. 

Exeept Tehama, which is a belt of land running throagh Agriculture. 
the whole length of the Yemen and the Hejaz, along the Red Sea 
coast, other parts of the province are very fertile. 

Wherever there is good water supply in the interior inhabi- Crops. 

: tants ustially obtain two, and in some places, with exceptional 
productiveness, three crops annually. ; 

Besides coffee, which is the inost impyrtant article of export Vegetable 
from the country, grains, dates, chora (a kind of food grain), products. 
vegetables and fruits, even those of cold climates, grow, and 
can be obtained in large quantities. 

It will not be out of place here to vive a brief description of 
the cultivation of coffee in the Yemen. 

In almost all the hilly parts of the Yemen, especially in Cultivation of 
Rémi, Bora. Satapia, Anes, Hefiish, Hajjai, Laih, Haboor, Beni coffee. 
Said, and Beni-Matar, coffee is cultivated: Jt grows on the 
slopes of hills, where the soil is mixed with sand. The place 
generally selected for coffee plantation is at about one-third up the 
side of a hill from the base. Each plant, which grows. either from 
seed or cutting, is about 1 metre from the other. It gives from 
the seventh year, annually, on an average, about 30 lbs. of beans. 

The colour of young beans should be green, and after they 
are gathered they should not be exposed long in the sun. 

Where the ground is so fruitful as 1 have stated above, Animal 
there is- naturally sufficient vegetation for goats, sheep, and products. 
other animals, which abound in. the Yemen, and whose skins 
and hides form the second inost profitable article of export. 
Besides thé above, donkeys and camels are found ip the country. 
Gazelles, rabbits, and hares are the only wild animals of any 
account in this province. 

Rock salt (one of the sources of Turkish Government revenues) Mineral 
is widely distributed over many parts of the Tehama. Of late products. 
there seems to be some indications on the part of the Turkish _ 
authorities here of an intention to work iron and coal at Shiek 
Said, but large capital is needed. A project has also been mooted 
to work a Portland cenient-like substance, found at Geezan, and 
petroleum -of the island of Farsan to the profit of the Turkish 
Government. 

The population.of the whole of the Yemen has been roughly Population. 
estimated at 3,000,000 inhabitants. Population of Hodeida is 
over 50,000. In the vilayet of the Yemen, under the three 
sanjaks, viz, of Hodeida, Taiz, and Assyr, are Mocha, Bait- 
el-Faki, Sinai Lohya, Hais, Bajel, Abha, Confida, Zabeed, and 
Taiz. 

Mocha, once queen of the Red Sea, is now shorn of her glory 
and is weeping over her grand ruins, which only remain to point 
out her prosperity in the 15th century, Zaubeed, a town of some 
good repute in the history of Arabia in ancient days, is still noted 
as a centre of trade for skins and hides. Sana is the present 
capital -of the Yemen and seat of the Governor-General of the 
province. 
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On account of the fertility of the soil, the great bulk of the 
population is agricultural. Where there is sufficient water in the 


‘interior, and where rain falls, the inhabitants cultivate every sort 


of food grains, which could, under other circumstances, furnish 
the whole country with an abundant supply. The unsettled state 
of the country, the ignorance and want of education of the 
population are the causes of the continued undevelopment of the 
industries of the province, which under favourable conditions 
might grow prosperous and rich, 

With the exseption of weaving a kind of cloth, used by the 
natives of the interior, dyeing this cloth and American piece- 
goods (which. I have mentioned elsewhere in this report), building 
sailing vessels,and making mats and ropes, nothing is manu- 
factured by the inhabitants of the Yemen. 

A military hospital of comfortable size has recently been 
erected by the Military Engineering Department. 

The road from Hodeida to Saini, which is situated on a 
mountain of about 3,000 feet above the sea-level, is a nattral 
thoroughfare, not made by the authorities, and in many places 
sadly in need of repair, hence dangerous for travel. I do not 
think any attempt will be made to open up the country, as is 
much needed, unless the present state of affairs changes for the 
better. a 

Once a week a inail goes from this place to Sina, Mocha, Lohya, 
and Abha (Assyr), and Camaran (during pilgrim season), and 
comes likewise from the above places to Hodeida. 

Steameis of Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan and Brothers 
regularly every week carry mails from and to Hoderda. 

By the above route, once & week and twice a month, per two 
other steamers belonging to two British companies at Suez, postal 
communication is maintained between Hodeida and Jeddah. 

Direct telegraphic communications exist between this place 
and Saini, Mocha, and Lohya: Perim connects Hedeida with the 
rest of the world, For some reason or other the telegraph wires here 
and at Camaran nowadays need constant repair, ie 

Nothing has been attempted as yet towards the building of the 
long-promised pier, fer which the resident merchants agreed, 
provided the:pier is erected, to pay an inicreased tariff, which the 
Turkish Government intend to.impose upon the cargo at this port. 
Wharfage dues, against which I protested to tle autliorities here, 
are levied at Hodeida from all mershants on their goods, 

It is desirable that a substantial pier should be built as soon 
as possible, and an Imperial iradé has lately been issued ordering 
its construction, The necessary instructions will, it is hoped, 
be at once given to the proper departments, 

The pier was broken about six years ago, but a landing stage 
about 20 feet long and 5} fect broad was erected by the customs 
authorities about a year ago. 

Cholera did not make its appearance either in the Yemen or 
at Camaran, but on account of plague, which is endemic in some 
places in Assyr, Lohya, and Confida, it remained in quarantine 
until about the middle of April, 1897. 
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Natives of the Yemen generally suffer from a kind of sore principal 
with appearance and symptoms akin to “Oriental sove,” ophthalmia, diseases in the 
small-pox, fever, and rheumatism. Yemen, 

From April till September, 1897, north-easterly and north- Direction of 
westerly winds prevailed, and. during the rest of that year strong wind. 
south-westerly winds blew, and many persons at Hodeida suffered 
from ague and rheumatism. ; 














Approximate 
Nationality. Percentage. proportionate 
ee SO SEE LN TT fa ae ———_ mere ratio of 

British Indian 6. we ee 74 import trade, 
Greek ee ae ie ea Ra 10 
Ttalinn ws as se és “i 7 
American... ue ae we re 5 
Arab and others .. ie se ie 4 


en none RES -- < He Oe ee RR NE 


3ritish piece-goods in large quantities are brought here by Dyeing of 
Indian merchants, and form one of the most profitable items of cotton piece- 
import, but still every year about 4,000 to 6,000 bales of domestics goods. 
come to Hodeida from America through British Indians and 
one important firm of Greek merchants at this place, and are 
sent to-Baih-el-Faki and Zabid (two towns in the interior), where 
these goods are dyed and sold to the Bedooins and Arabs there. 
It is not because the cotton fabrics: from America are superior 
in quality to the British. stuffs, but the Arabs say that although 
the Manchester goods are cheap, they are not of much use for 
their purpose; because the dye remains longer in the American 
cottons than in those from Manchester. 

From the specimens* of the dyed fabric which I am sending 
herewith, it will be observed that before it is dyed the American 
sheeting is not of good texture, so if British merchants try to 
manufacttire this article for export to the Yemen and the Hejaz, 
either like that from America or of a little superior quality, I am 
almost certain it will be to their advantage. 

‘hese dyed goods generally are of three qualities, which vary 
in price according to the washing process through which they pass. 

The following is an outline of the dyeing process which the Arabs 
employ :—About 12 lbs. of colouring matter, which looks like indigo, 
J-lb. of tamarind; 3-lb. of colchicum, and 3 Ibs. of crude fuller’s 
earth are put in a large earthenware vessel in water. After the 
colouring matter is thoroughly mixed with water, on the surface 
of which remains a thicker layer of the dye than in the water 
below, pieces of American sheeting, each about 5 yards in Jength, 
are dipped in the mixture, allowed to remain for about five or 
six minutes, and then taken out and dried. This process is 
repeated five or six times, Then the pieces are placed in another 
jar containing gum arabic for 10 minutes. These pieces, after being 
dried are sold for 14 Maria Theresa dol. each. After the first 
lot is taken out of the vessel which contains the colouring matter 
the second supply is immerséd, and they will undergo the same 

* Sent to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 
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process, buf not so many times as the first lot, and are put on 
the market as of second quality, the price of each piece being 
15 piastres (about 1 Maria Theresa dol.); Third quality goods are 
those which are washed in the same prepared dye, from which 
the first and the seconid Jots have been taken ouit. 

In looking at the prices of the three qualities as regards colour, 
atfirst no very appreciable difference is seen, but it is said that the 
colour is retained in the pieces of the first quality lovger than in 
theé-second; and: so forth. 

A: piece .of American stuff, price 3 Maria Theresa dol., is 
30 yards long; and contains four Arab dyed pieces. 

Owing to. the facility of shipping from the United Kingdom 
(goods come here every week by every steamer which cumes from 
‘Suez and Aden, which are the two ports connecting the outside 
world with Arabia) if British piece-goods manufacturers send to the 
market. here fabrics-similar to those from America, there will be 
a large sale in the Yemen. American piece-goods arrive at this port 
only through the medium of three or fotir steamers, which 
generally every year touch at this place on: account of the petroleum 
trade: wee 

I must repeat that our manufacturers should feel the country’s 
pulse as regards. price and kind by sending out commercial 
travellers to.an outlandish place like Hodeida, where the habits of 
the people do not much resemble those of other places constantly 
in touch with the civilised world: 


LONDON : 
Printed for Her Majesty’s S.ationery Offce, 
Pi HARRISON AND SONS, 
Printers in Urdinary t0 Her Majesty. 
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